The Thai Textile Society is Pleased to Present A Lecture 
By Alleson Kase and Ellen Agger
TAMMACHAT Natural Textiles: Adding value to already valuable textiles
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        Place:                    Siam Society’s Lecture Room, 4th Floor
Date & Time:      Tuesday, March 22, 2010 at 10 am.
              Donation:            Member 100 Baht, Non-member 200 Baht

What began in 2002 as a quick visit to a weaving co-op mentioned in a guidebook has grown to link women in rural Thailand and Laos with women on the other side of the world. When Alleson Kase and Ellen Agger eventually launched TAMMACHAT Natural Textiles in 2007, their goals were to bring much needed income to farming families, to help preserve their artistic traditions, to support their efforts at environmental sustainability and to help them open new markets. 

TAMMACHAT Natural Textiles helps rural weaving groups market their beautiful, hand woven, eco-friendly textiles in North America and Europe. Each artisanal creation reflects generations of skills passed from mothers to daughters. This legacy connects these makers to women everywhere who have inherited fibre skills from their foremothers.

From the start, TAMMACHAT’s practices include buying directly from producer groups, and supporting the use of natural fibres and natural dyes. TAMMACHAT has ongoing commitments to groups in Khon Kaen, Roi-Et, Surin, SiSaket, Ubon and Chiang Mai, as well as Vientiane and Xieng Khuang, Laos. 

Alleson and Ellen refer to TAMMACHAT as a “social enterprise” because their business is grounded in ethical practices that are good for people and the environment. They are part of a global movement to promote the triple P bottom line, i.e., people and planet before profit. They believe that the way people spend money shapes the world, which is why they want consumers to have greater access to products that are sustainably produced and fairly traded, including clothing, accessories and home decor. 

Telling the stories behind these eco-friendly textiles is central to TAMMACHAT’s work. To this end, they have developed three websites, created three photo books and written articles for many magazines. They continue to host slideshow talks as part of their fair trade textile events. 

TAMMACHAT is honored to be part of the Thai Textile Society and, through a slideshow talk, will introduce the weavers with whom they work, and host a discussion on fair trade and social enterprises. 


To learn more about TAMMACHAT, visit www.tammachat.com









Bios
TAMMACHAT co-founder Alleson Kase began collecting textiles in Guatemala in 1980 and soon realized it was a wonderful way to connect with women of other cultures in other countries. She also brings to TAMMACHAT a long-term commitment to empowering women, economic justice and sustainable development, having worked as a feminist publisher, fair trade coffee promoter and Quaker international program coordinator. Alleson lived in Thailand for 8 years before returning to Canada in 1998 to complete a degree in International Development Studies from St. Mary’s University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Ellen Agger co-founded TAMMACHAT with Alleson in 2007, after her third visit to Thailand. She is the “eye” of the enterprise, which employs her photographs to tell the story behind the textiles. She also brings to TAMMACHAT a decade of public relations skills, including those as a website manager for a major Canadian health charity. Through her work, TAMMACHAT shares its stories and products with the world through a website and numerous social networking sites.
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“Collectors’ Corner” Selected Indonesian Textiles

The Thai Textile Society has the opportunity to view old and fine textiles from Indonesia.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: 031]

Herbert Haar and Achan Sathirakorn Pongpanich will bring interesting and rare textiles from the various Indonesian islands. These include gold songket shoulder cloth selendang from Palambang, Iban skirts, sarongs from Flores and Cebu, as well as ikat weaving from Bali and Timor. There will also be Ikats from Sumba, pieces made in India for the Indonesian market, and ship cloths.  All these textiles are between 60 and 120 years old.

Date: Saturday, 12 February 2011 Time: 10:30 am 

Members: B200     Non-members: B300

Venue:  The Jim Thompson Foundation, William Warren Library 
2nd floor Meeting Rooms, The William Warren Library
 Henry B. Thompson Building, 6 Soi Kasemsan 2, Rama 1 Road
Wangmai, Pathum Wan, Bangkok 10330

Information and reservation contact:
Ruth Gerson -  bkk.tts@gmail.com or mobile 089-165-6405


The Thai Textile Society would like to thank The James H.W. Thompson Foundation for their support with this Collectors’ Corner
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